
February 12, 2003

VIA U.S. MAIL AND ELECTRONIC MAIL

Chairman Michael Powell
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Commissioner Kevin Martin
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C.  20554

Re: Numbering Resource Optimization and Implementation of
Local Competition Provisions, CC Docket Nos. 99-200, 96-98
(California Public Utilities Commission Petition for Technology
Specific Overlays)                                                                      

Dear Chairman Powell and Commissioners:

On behalf of the Cellular Carriers Association of California (�CCAC�), please
find enclosed a letter that was delivered to the Commissioners of the California Public Utilities
Commission (�CPUC�) on February 5, 2003.  In that letter, we urged the CPUC to implement
area code relief, preferably an all-services overlay, in the 310 and 909 area codes as soon as
possible.  Based on statements by CPUC staff at a recent California legislative oversight hearing,
however, it appears that the CPUC may be waiting to move forward on area code relief in the
310 and 909 area codes until the Federal Communications Commission (�FCC�) acts on the
CPUC�s pending petition requesting authority to implement technology specific overlays
(�TSOs�) in those areas.  For this reason, we respectfully urge the FCC to (1) expedite its
consideration, and denial, of the pending CPUC petition for TSOs, and (2) order the CPUC to
immediately implement area code relief, preferably in the form of an all-services overlay.

As reflected in the attached letter, numbering resources exhaust in the 310 and
909 area codes is imminent, and area code relief is therefore urgently needed.  Unless relief is
ordered in the very near future,1 California consumers, businesses and carriers will be harmed.
                                                
1 Even if an area code relief plan was ordered tomorrow, these NPAs will likely exhaust before it
can actually be implemented.  Thus, CCAC urges the FCC to act now so that the actual time these area
codes are in total exhaust can be minimized.
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Among other things, customers in these areas will not be able to obtain service from the carrier
of their choice (or any other carrier).  At best, consumers will be forced to accept a telephone
number from a distant rate center (in what they would consider to be the �wrong� area code),
which in many instances will force persons who call them to incur long distance/toll charges for
what should be a local call.  This is a certainty in the 909 since there are no adjacent codes for
many rate centers.  In addition, if numbers are not available for carriers to meet their customers�
service needs, competition will effectively be brought to a standstill.  CCAC reiterates in the
attached letter that TSOs would not provide the necessary relief for these area codes and that an
all-services overlay is the best solution to this crisis.  This is true for many reasons, including the
fact that all-services overlays do not require number changes or discriminatory �take-backs,� as
contemplated by the CPUC�s TSO proposal.

Accordingly, we urge the FCC to immediately deny the CPUC Petition to create
TSOs in the 310 and 909 area codes and instead order the CPUC to implement immediate area
code relief, preferably in the form of an all-services overlay.

Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions you may have.  Thank
you.

Very truly yours,

GOODIN, MACBRIDE,
SQUERI, RITCHIE & DAY, LLP

By
James W. McTarnaghan

Counsel for the CELLULAR
CARRIERS ASSOCIATION OF
CALIFORNIA

Attachments

cc:  Patrick Forster
Jennifer Salhus
David Furth
Pam Slipakoff
Cheryl Callahan
Jennifer Gorny
Jared Carlson
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